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had notably increased between the time when
he wrote the Small Testament immediately on
the back of the occurrence, and the time when
he wrote the Large Testament five years after.
On the latter occasion nothing is too bad for his
" damsel with the twisted nose," as he calls her.
She is spared neither hint nor accusation, and
he tells his messenger to accost her with the
vilest insults. Villon, it is thought, was out of
Paris when these amenities escaped his pen ; or
perhaps the strong arm of Noe le Joly would have
been again in requisition. So ends the love story,
if love story it may properly be called. Poets
are not necessarily fortunate in love; but they
usually fall among more romantic circumstances
and bear their disappointment with a better grace.
The neighbourhood of Regnier de Montigny
and Colin de Cayeux was probably more influ-
ential on his after life than the contempt of
Catherine. For a man who is greedy of all
pleasures, and provided with little money and less
dignity of character, we may prophesy a safe and
speedy voyage downward. Humble or even truck-
ling virtue may walk unspotted in this life. But
only those who despise the pleasures can afford
to despise the opinion of the world. A man of a
strong, heady temperament, like Villon, is very
differently tempted. His eyes lay hold on all